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such terms as his cousin Theodomir had accepted.
These were, however, disdainfully rejected, and the
Moors, by this time too confident of victory, allowed
themselves to be drawn on to attempt to storm the
cave of Covadonga. When their van was in the
meadow that lay beneath the cave, .Pelayo and his
few brave comrades on horseback charged them in
front; and while their rear was still entangled in the
long winding ravines flanked by precipices, the cry
broke out from the peasants and women hitherto
hidden behind the rocks :

"In the name

Of God !   For Spain or vengeance 1"   And forthwith
On either side along the whole defile,
The Asturians shouting : "In the name of God !"
Set the whole ruin loose ; huge trunks, and stones,
And loosened crags, down, down they rolled with rush,.
And bound, and thundering force.

The destruction was terrible ; the torrent Deva
swept away the fugitives, Al Kama was taken, and
Oppas made prisoner, and put to death as a traitor.
Nay, the Asturian peasants believe that the devil
carried him away bodily. They still show carvings
commemorating the fact, as well as the granite boul-
ders rolled from the tops of the hills, and the streams
that ran red with blood. Arab chroniclers do not
mention this defeat, but only say that the Christians
lived in dens and caves in the mountains; and that
when these wild beasts came out they were chastised.

The passes of the Pyrenees were not in the power
of either of the little knots of Christians, and across
them El Haur ben Abd-el-Rhaman, the emir, led his
hordes, hoping to carry on Mousa's scheme and win